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BERENICE

Excavations at Sidi Khrebish, Benghazi
(Berenice)

Volume I by J. A. Lloyd, J. M. Reynolds, R. Reece and F. B. Sear
with a summary of dated deposits edited by P. M. Kenrick

Volume II by Graeme Barker, A. Bonanno and J. A. Riley,

T edited by J. A. Lloyd Np

These volumes are the first two of a series of four final reports on the
extensive rescue excavations conducted by the Society for Libyan Studies,
London and the Libyan Department of Antiquities at the site of Berenice in
Cyrenaica from 1971 to 1976. Previous investigation of this member of the
Pentapolis had been restricted to the recording of chance finds; the systematic
uncovering of a large quarter of the ancient city has shed important new light
on its development from the third century BC through to the 11th century AD.

Volume I contains the main site report (by J. A. Lloyd), full publication
of the inscriptions from the site (by J. M. Reynolds), a catalogue of the coins
(by R. Reece), a catalogue and discussion of the architectural elements (by
F. B. Sear) and an analysis of 168 deposits (edited by P. M. Kenrick) which
forms the principal dating evidence for the site and its structures.

Volume II contains an important report on the environmental evidence
from Berenice, discussed in the wider context of Hellenistic and Roman
agriculture in Cyrenaica (by Graeme Barker), catalogues and discussions of
the 40 sculptural and 159 terracotta fragments from the site (by A. Bonanno)
and a major report on the amphoras (both imported and local) and all the
other coarse pottery with quantified tabulation (by J. A. Riley). It provides
the first full, illustrated typology for these wares in Cyrenaica and has great
significance for the whole Mediterranean region, reflected in an important
series of comprehensive distribution maps.

Volume I: 311pp of English text, 71 figs., 32 plates, extensive Arabic
summary.

Volume II: 467pp of English text, 144 figs., 43 plates, extensive Arabic
summary.

PRICE: For details of price see order form overleaf.

b



ORDER FORM

Berenice: Excavations at Sidi Khrebish, Benghazi (Berenice)

Price: Singlecopies of Volume Ior VolumeIl....................... £25.00
Both Volume I and II purchased together..................... £45.00
Postage Extra — U.K. Single Volumes ............................. £1.67
D NI 6 6ig 95 06 6 0 Qa6 Bcka & .60 8 &b a0 6 £2.20

Overseas (Surface) Single Volume . . . .......................... L1899
IOV IO GE B8 00 380 b6 0866 b A oBEa b 850 £3.80

To order send this leaflet to:— The Secretary, Society for Libyan Studies,
31-34, Gordon Square, London, WCIH OPY.

Pleaseisen dim el oy S s copies of Sidi Khrebish I.
Rleaselsendime R ettt s et e copies of Sidi Khrebish I1.
*Jenclosethesumof ............. / Please send me an invoice.*

*delete as appropriate

...................................................................

Other publications available from the Society for
Libyan Studies include:— Libyan Studies, by R. G.
Goodchild, edited by Joyce Reynolds, Antiquities
of Tripolitania, by D. E. L. Haynes and Cyrene and
Apollonia, by R. G. Goodchild.
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Other Work ) |

In May and June the expedition was asked by the Department of Antiquities to supervise
the excavation of a group of tombs discovered on the castern side of the Sebkha-Es-Selmani
during building operations. Many of the tombs had been very badly damaged and work
consisted mainly in the recovery of objects and bones and when possible recording their-
position and depth.

One rock-cut tomb was, however, virtually intact. It consisted of six chambers grouped
around a central court with the entrance sct in the west wall. Each of the chambers contained
an inhumation burial and onec held the remains of three skeletons. Two loculi had been
cut into the walls at a later date. One held the skeleton of a child, the other an inscribed
lead urn containing a cremation. Some of the chambers had evidently been reused and the
bones from previous burials strewn around the court yard floor.

A mass of complete objects was obtained from the tomb. These objects included stamped
Rhodian amphorae and other vessels of various types, including several lagynoi and a pyxis,
lamps, terracotta figurines, gilt beads and gilt bronze, vessels of marble, glass and lead and
several bronze mirrors and discs.

Some of the material found in this tomb and the other group of tombs compares closely
with the objects found at the Mafluga ccmetery in Benghazi in 1913.1® The Selmani material
in general dates from the sccond to first centurics B.c. with a small amount of carly first century
A.D. objects. Thus the tombs arc to be associated with Berenice rather than the carlier city
of Euesperides and provide an extremely valuable body of material comparable to that found
in the Sidi Khrebish excavations.

J. A. Lrovyp
17









§i= ot P
}\) i——\ 2T Ay CERE

1 0 ~ / ’
H?_/“ Ooe— TtrnlLed .,

b S







UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

MANCHESTER MI13 9PL

TELEPHONE :
061-273 3333

Archaeology
Department of Khistomy

9th April, 1975 N

Dear Misgs Grace,

Thank you very much for the information about the Helios stampse. 1
an very grateful. The article will be appering in Libya Antiqua which we
hope will appear towards the end of this year.

Much of the work in Benghazi last year consisted of Byzantine period
excavationse. Consequently no Greek stamps came to lighte. Should any come to
light this summer 1 widl certanly let you know.

With Best Wishes,

Yours sincerely,

i

JeA . Ri ley



UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

MANCHESTER MI13 9PL

TELEPHONE:
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

061-273 3333
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I will try to look up the material you sent me last year, which has got buried.

Yours sincerely,

b\
,/.)

Yarch 15, 1975

Dear Mr. Riley,

On your amphore top from Benghazi, of which you send me a profile drawing
and a photogreph of its stamp in your letter of March 12:

I think this ig::mCorinthian amphora of the series we call Corinthian B,
and thet it detes in the early 3rd centary B.C. (There are two distinct series
of emphoras apperently both made in Corinth; even the clay has a different
appearence.) You do not describe the clay. It should be rather fine, non-micaceous,
buff to reddish according to firing, for Corinthien B, The position of the stamp,

of the handle,
near the lower attachmenEA is characteristic of this class, though sometimes they
are stemped in the more common way, on the tops of the handles.

I am sending f your drawing (photocopy) and your photo of ths stamp, plus
copies of your letter and of mine, to Miss Carolyn G, Koehler, who is working
these weeks in Corinth. She is doing her dissertation on the two seriss from
Corinth, and has already been working several years. Not only has she assembled
a great deal more material of these classes than I had, but she has also xkm such
files as I did heme, so she will be able to answer you more precisely, and

possibly read the difficult stamp, and provide you with publicetion references

for parallels. As I see that you are in a hurry, let me rofcrﬂ you to a similar

piece from the Savelletri wreck off Itely: G. Kapitlln, The Internstional Journal

of Nauticel Arclieology end Underwater Exploration, 1973, ps 185, fig. 2.

In this

preliminary publication, the author has retained the old tentative identification

of the second Corinthien series as from Corcyra (eolony of Corinth); also his date

is too early; his final publication will be improved by many discussions with

¥iss Koehler. But in his drawing you will see your neck, pushed in by the handles,
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UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER MI13 9PL

TELEPHONE:
061-273 3333

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

12th March, 1975

Dear Miss Grace,

Work on the report of the excavation of tombs of the
Hellenistic period in Benghazi is now nearing completion.
I should be very grateful if you would comment on the
following amphora and stamp, a drawing and photograph of
whieh is enclosed.

503, SIksT3, la:
Only a fraction of the rim is preserved. The

two handles are squashed into the rim with the
result that the neck is indented at this point.,

I cannot find parallels for the Helios headed Rhodian

amphora stamps, details of which I sent you last year, and

should be very grateful if you would comment on those as well.
Thank you very much,

With Best Wishes,
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liarch 28, 1975

Dear ir, Riley,

rorhaps liss Koehler will have written to you about your Corinthian B
emphora top. ©She was much pleased to find & stamp on so late a piece in this
EBTi65 .,

For your two handles with circular stamps with head of ﬁelios, I am glad
to have a fair cinfirmetion of our guess here that the two stamp types (of which
we had rubbings of impressions on handles in Alexandria) are a pair; we had
just thought this hecause they are matching and complementary. The readings:

501: [ENI APIZ]EONOMOY APTAMITI(0)Y (retrograde) (tho omicron of the month

dg1ios heed was not in the die)
(the sguare brackets indicate
502 EIPHNALIOY] (retrograde) letters missing from Four
delios head examples )

de have on lile several examples of each of these two types, but I find only
pne published example, Hesp. Supple X, pl. 64, no. 111, which seem to be like your
502; 1ibid., p. 144 has the catalogue text on 111, but at that time we had not
managed to read the stamp on this Pnyx handle., I would date your pair in the
second half of the Znd century B.C., maybe eatlyish in the last quarter. There
is mention of the eponym Aristonomos and +the fabricant Eirenaios in respactively
the comments on EAD 1970,
nos, 5 33 and & 34, pp. 312-313, of our text in Delos vol. 27ﬁxthough not a proper
study of either of thems. You will find the two names of course in Nilsson's

Lindos publication. For e rectangular typs of Birenaios with head of “slios,

see ¥azssmax H. D. Colt, ed,, Excavations st Nessans I, 1982, p. 115, nes 5

»

cfe ple XXXVI§ presumably the same Eirenasios,

Yours sinceroly,
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Vay 23, 1974

Dsar Mr, Riley,

Thank you for your letter of March 25, with its conkribution to our archives.
Amphoras with both complementary stamps preserved are a particular help. For the
readings, wo are groatly helped by having rubiings as well as pnotographs.

I want to tall you what I can about your finds of last year. &Enclosed are
readings of the stamps on your Rhodian jars from the febkha-Bs~Selmani tomb, ete,
Among thosa, the rastoration of the eponym typs, 3A, nay seem farfetched, but in
fact it i3 bagsed on comperison with a rubbing of e mors complete example (in the
Benaki collestion im Alexandria) from what must have heen the same die: one notes
in both the irregular mergin below, left, as woll as details of lettering.

For chronology, in general one may use our chapter im Delos vol. 27B(?hp.XI‘J)
(1970), except that some revigion has been done since then in 3rd oentury.;;ting,
on which I heve a short article now in press with the Ath,Mitth. (1974). After ca. 200,

/’LA. o 4 L&J—M&J_«u—ﬁ)—,———
we soem still to have been ok in DPelos 27, I teke up your numbers in their order
in your letter,

1. This eponym KAAAIKPATHZ @hﬁre wero several) is now dated in the 1st decade

of the 2nd century B.C.

) XRXXBHE two %
3. Probably 3/4 of 2nd century. On kka eponyms APX&MBPOTOZ, see Delos 27, Pe

315, under no. 40, I do not fool certain which of the two this is, since I do mot
have much else by which to date the fabricamt BPMIN who uses a caduceus. Your jar

will give important evidence about both names,

4. Probedbly 3/4 of 2and cmmtury, On both eponym and fabricant, sse Nessana I,
W= -

P'p.flls under no. 7o (The date given to TIMIOL0F im Tarsus I seoms slearly to have been

too early.)
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5. The e.onym OEITUP is now dated & few years before 200 B.C. (lMaybe as much as
10 years earlier than KAAAIKPATHZ in no. 1 above.) For a jar dated in this term, see
Amphoras (Agora Pictura Book no.6), fiz. 62.
6. Uatable not before 1st B.C. Does iy look roally REhodian? I.e. not imitation?
7o Don't really know. It has featires of the3rd B.C.
, Be Could this still be Rhodian? say of the 2/2 of the 1lst AD ?
i 10, This jar looks like Agora vol. V, pled, I 85 94, except that the toes are
ﬁ a littls different. The group F is dated (p.10) between 75 B.C. and the end of the
?f century, Spectrographic studies of thise }ate Rhodian-type jars are heing dome by
2; —. Beacock at Southempton. Some have clay thet matches that of stamped Ihodddn jars of %
5{ earlier period; soms do not. j
.: S 11. Your photograph looks as if this does have some sort) of stamps. Is that so?
i 1 Date perhaps 4/4 of 2nd B.C., by geuneral eappearance,
?t 5 12. I would just have to oall this Hellenistic,
';7¥ ~ 18l. On these swell Rhodien, tee Delos 27, pe 279, note 2., Leference is given to
( a small stemped jar, capacity ca. 4 liters, found in Cyprus end published in 1949,
‘n\}'\\ They exist at half that size also, end maybe youis is the smaller size, it is hard for

me to tell from your photo only., The shaepe of the body of yours suz-ests a date in

latish 3rd BC,

SIL 734, You seem to have the reference {or this name, Delos 27, p. 303, under B 7,

2/4 of 2nd cenmtury.

Se:A. Tomb no. 2, 4 and B, I do not really have good information on these.
intaot
Nos, 5 and 181, then, supgrest a first-use date of the,tomb late in the %pq century
\ 3 o 2
while the other jars indicete later burials, Was there anything in how all were

found? Cem you tell what ought to have bsen the sequence of deposit?

Please try another time to get measurements of your jars, at least a{really

acourste) height measurement, #xfx The little jak 181 needs to be monded, and

moasurad and rephotographed. Aim in general at printing amphora photographs at

2 : 10,
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5 2, T Y
c/o Dept. of Archaeology,
University of Manchester,
Oxford Road,
Manchester, M13 PL
England.

28th August 1974

Dear Miss Grace, 15
Thank you very much for your very informative letter of May 28th.

I have been travelling around the Southern Mediterranean this summer

and it has only recently caught me up.

I would like to answer some of your points about the tomb material
from Benghazi. The height meagurements and external rim diameters of the
amphoras from the Sebkha—-Es—Selmani tombs are as follows:

A |

Nouts ~ Height = 78,3cm Rim Diameter = 12,3cm Lapr<p, A [Soace.

No.3:" " = 83,2cm " " = 12,5¢cm ’
No.4. " = 84,0cm " R = 12,7cm
No.5 " = 75,3cm " " = 11,8m
No.6. " = 80,0cm 2 it = 10,2cm
No.To " o '{3,80m " " = 10'3cm
No.8. " = 62,3cm n Y = Ty3cm
No.10, 4 = 83,6cm " i = 8,3cm
No.11. ! = T4,3cm i o = 10,4cm
No.12. " = T4,5cm " " = 11,0cm

No.181. Height from base to break on neck = 24,7cm

Height of neck + rim = 10,9cm. Diameter of Rim = 3,9cm

The capacity to the break on the neck = 1780cc of water.

The capacity of the neck = TOcc of water.

(Unfortunately, although the neck is of the same diameter and
thickness as the lower part of the neck that is attached to the
body, the two do not fit and the possible link piece is missing)

In addition, the Rhedian amphora No.4 with the eponym Timotheos has
red dipinti on the shoulder between the handles. T enclose a tracing of this
together with a rather poor photograph.

Amphora No. 11 does not have a stamp on it.

All the amphoras, with the exception of Wos. 7,8 & 12, were broken

in antiquity = having heavy saline encrustations on the breaks -~ and

were scattered all round the tomb. For ecxample parts of No.1 were found

in chambers 2, 3, 4, and 5. The earlier burials were disturbed by the latest.
A large quantity of coarse pottery was found in all the chambers ~ I enclose
a sketch plan of the tomb = but only one piece of fine ware of third century
B.C. date. Work is in progress on the sequence of the deposit and the group
should be published next year through the Society for Libyan Studies. We

are very grateful for your help and will of course acknowledge the information
provided by you. A

Two more Rhodian stamps have come to light from a tomb uncovered

during roadworking on the outskirts of Benghazi to the South East of the city,
in the same area as the Rhodian amphora handle stamped IMA, details of which
T sent 4o you. It is very probable that the two stamps belong to the same
amphora.The . handle stub epposite 501 is very similar in texture etce.

to the handle fragment 502. Both were found in the same chamber but the rest

little can be said about the sequence of the deposit. I enclose rubbings
and photographs of these.

Much urban redevelopment is taking place here in Benghazi and there is

a good possibility that more tombs will come to light. I will be only toe happy
to keep you informed about Greek stamped handles from here. i
ATy With Best Wishes, : ¥

,F AR

of 502 is missing. As the tombs were entered by municipality workmen and disturbed

Yours sincerely, s \ )

16
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UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER MI13 9PL

TELEPHONE:

061-273 3333 DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

25th March 1974
Dear Miss Grace,

Last vear a tomb that was excavated outside Benghazi produced
several amphorae including four stamped Rhodian examples, The tomb
seems to have been reused at least once in antiquity, and, apart
from previous burials being strewn on the floor, the amphorge
had been ‘broken in antiquity and pieces scattered in different parts
of the tomb. In addition, a saline accretion hod formed over the
breaks. I would like to send these photographs and ruooinps flor your

corpus and would be very grateful if vou could provide further

information on them. i -
Sebkha-Es-Selmani Tomb f&fg' 4"}]HLQ
1 - Rhodian Amphora with two rose stamps. LA‘VQSZ Ao et
3 - Rhodian Amphora with two stamps Bgyugﬂ%fﬂlfr N
4 -~ Rhodian Amphora with two stamps p R, 1x = N 2:{
5 - Rhodian Amphora with two stamps A tf . ‘Li’ ¥
"Mﬁ-g-\ - Rhodian Amphora - unstamved ) o 't

- Amphora - seems to be local to Benghazi

\

7
8 - Horn-handled amphora, red painted desisn over white painted bodyv
10 - Rhodian amphora (later Rhodian)

11)=- Rhodian amphora
12 - Uncertain origin, buff fabric.

181~ Miniature Rhodian Amphora with stamp - seems to be similar
to an example found at Tarsus.

In addition, a damaged tomb at Sebkha-is~Selmani, produced a

Rhodian stamp.

v, STL 734+ - Stamped Rhodian handle - paralleled at Delos,

Previous Libyan Excavations in the ceuetery of Sidi Abeid produced two

Rhodian ? amphorae, one stamped.
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Lot . y
# ww”~¢%.A. Tomb No,?2 (A) - Small Rhodian ? Amphera with one stamp.

A

S, A% " TombB¥No . 2 (?)— Rhodian ? Amphora unstamped

The scale is in centimetres in the photographs.

There are few clues as to the date of the Sebkha-Es-Selmani intad
tomb and I would be very grateful if you could provide me with
some sort of date for the stamped amphorae.

With Best Wishes,

Yours: sincerely
6./_‘

J.A. Riley
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