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On the invitations to a dinner held at the 
Yale Club on May 15, 2009, guests were 
invited to “honor the Publications program 
of the American School.” However, as the 
evening progressed, it became clear that 
some subterfuge was at work, and the real 
honoree was James H. Ottaway Jr., Trustee 
of the School from 1988 to 2008, Chair of 

Photo: I. Romano

the Board of Trustees from 1997 to 2000, 
and Chair of the Publications Committee 
of the Board from 1991 to 2008.

During his time as a Trustee, Mr. Ot-
taway has been outspoken about the prob-
lems of archaeological publication. As he 
wrote in 2001, “all excavators of ancient 
sites and objects have a moral and profes-
sional obligation to publish their finds as 
quickly as possible, as public information 
that belongs to the world of scholarship, 
and to the history of mankind.” The fact 
that so many do not do so was, he sug-
gested, a scandal for the profession. From 
an early date, Mr. Ottaway saw the poten-
tial of electronic technologies to help this 
situation. In 1997 he wrote that, “in the 
archaeological professions, we must find 
ways to publish material more quickly on 
the internet, while following established 
and accepted methods of peer-review so 
that the quality of electronic publishing is 
not in fact or in perception second rate.” He 
is one of the main architects of the transi-
tion from print to electronic publication 
that the Publications Office of the School 
is going through.

Over the years, Mr. Ottaway has support-
ed the work of many authors attempting to 

James H. Ottaway Jr. and School Publications Program Honored

complete the publication of archaeological 
material, as well as helping to defray the 
operational expenses of the Publications 
Office. The Lerna series has been a partic-
ular beneficiary of his personal generosity, 
with its three most recent books including 
dedications to him. The dinner concluded 
with a presentation by the Chairman and 
President of the Trustees to Mr. Ottaway 
of a Sony Reader digital book onto which 
had been loaded The Neolithic Pottery from 
Lerna (Lerna V), the latest volume in the 
Lerna series. At the same time, it was an-
nounced that all previous volumes in the 
Lerna series had been digitized and are 
now being made available free of charge 
for download and use on the American 
School’s website.

Mr. Ottaway made a gracious accep-
tance speech in which he described the 
growth of his interest in the problems 
of archaeological publication. All in the 
room were relieved and pleased to hear 
of his commitment to remaining on the 
Publications Committee of the Trustees 
and continuing to actively support the 
School’s Publications program in his new 
capacity as Trustee Emeritus. e

The last issue of Hesperia for 2008 (77.4) 
and the first issue for 2009 (78.1) contained 
articles on a range of subjects, including ex-
cavation reports from prehistoric mortuary 
sites at Barnavos in the Nemea valley, and 
Hagios Charalambos Cave in the Lasithi 
plain, Crete; a survey of the ancient sanc-
tuary of Hieron at the mouth of the Black 
Sea; a technical study of the sculptures 
from the Temple of Zeus at Olympia; and 
a reconstruction of the route of the road 
from Corinth to Argos and its important 
role in the history of the city of Kleonai. An 
unusual study highlights the role that the 
exchange of sacrificial legs of meat played 
in ancient Greek religion and society. Ar-
ticles currently under preparation present 
new scholarship about warfare in Neolithic 
Thessaly, Corinthian roof tile manufacture, 
fifth-century B.C. boundary markers from 
Aigina, and the underwater exploration of 
a fourth-century B.C. shipwreck discovered 
off the island of Chios.

As well as being available in print and 
electronic media for subscribers, all ar-
ticles published in Hesperia are available 
online for individual purchase. Visitors to 
the publications section of the American 
School’s website (http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/
publications) will now find a searchable 
index of articles with links to the electronic 
versions. Many of the links point to JSTOR 
(http://www.jstor.org), the archive of digital 
scholarly content originally founded by the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. As well as 
all back issues of Hesperia published since 
1932, the School has made available in  
JSTOR all volumes in the Athenian Agora 
and Corinth series, and all books published 
as Hesperia Supplements (a total for all se-
ries of over 70,000 pages). So as not to un-
dermine sales, recent books and journal ar-
ticles are not made available in JSTOR until 
three years after they were first published.

— Charles Watkinson
Director of Publications

Publications News
continued from page 9

Board President James R. McCredie, 
Trustee Emeritus James H. Ottaway, and 
Board Chairman Charles K. Williams, II 
at the Trustees dinner.
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The Archaeology of Xenitia, the 2008 issue 
of The New Griffon, guest edited by histo-
rian Kostis Kourelis.
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Before pen touches paper, much research 
and conceptual groundwork must be ap-
plied to the School’s scholarly publications. 
Thanks to continued generous support 
from the Kress Foundation, several schol-
ars are able to spend time at the ASCSA 
each year advancing their work on publish-
ing material from Corinth and the Athenian 
Agora, under Kress Corinth/Agora Publica-
tion Fellowships.

Among the recipients of grants for 
2007–08 were Robin Rhodes (University 
of Notre Dame) and Mark Lawall (Uni-
versity of Manitoba), whose publication 
assignments will contribute to the body 
of material on the School’s excavations at 
Corinth and the Agora, respectively.

Mr. Rhodes’ fellowship enabled him 
to conduct preliminary work on the sec-
ond phase of his project for the study and 
publication of the Greek stone architecture 
at Corinth. The goal of this phase is the 
creation of a synthetic history of the ar-

chitectural development of the Greek city 
at Corinth. The Kress grant gave Mr. Rho-
des the valuable opportunity to immerse 
himself in the second phase material for 
several months before his crew arrived for 
the first field season of work on it. His ef-
forts focused on reexamination of the ex-
tremely fragmentary architectural remains 
of the Greek city and evaluation of the ex-
isting publications of the architecture, as 
well as planning of the graphical content 
and format of the publication. Before the 
regular field season commenced in May, a 
general work strategy and schedule had 
been mapped out that is designed to allow 
the final study and analysis of each building 
and the compilation of images for publica-
tion to be undertaken and completed over 
the next three seasons of field work.

The ultimate goal of Mr. Lawall’s publi-
cation assignment is the final preparation of 
a manuscript on transport amphoras at the 
Athenian Agora datable between ca. 525 

and 86 B.C. His Kress fellowship enabled 
him to put significant effort toward resolv-
ing logistical and organizational issues re-
lated to the publication, documenting (via 
photographs and drawings) artifacts, ana-
lyzing excavation records, and writing of 
the manuscript. Mr. Lawall’s consultations 
with Agora staff as he sought to work out 
the logistical issues of documenting the 
amphora fragments also led to a decision 
to restructure the Agora amphora storage 
system in a way that will both greatly in-
crease the ease of future scholars’ access to 
the published material and facilitate more 
consistent monitoring of the condition of 
the collection. Overall, the grant enabled 
Mr. Lawall not only to complete a number 
of elements of the manuscript but also to 
refine the scope and goals of the printed 
manuscript alongside the developing pos-
sibilities of digital presentation. e

Kress Fellowships Support Agora, Corinth Publications

in a manner and with a level of detail that, 
as an ancient historian, I had not previously 
undertaken. Additionally, sifting through 
the publications from other archaeological 
schools helped me to improve my read-
ing proficiency of modern languages. The 
fall trips also expanded my diachronic un-
derstanding of Greece. Though I was well 
versed in the history of Greece in antiquity, 
the varied reports on topics ranging from 
the War of Independence to the Frankish 
Morea to Ali Pasha helped to fill out the rest 
of the historical picture. However, I feel the 
most important benefit from the fall trips 
is the overall picture of the archaeological 
sites in Greece. As of result of our travels, 
I feel intimately familiar with a large por-
tion of the extant sites, and as a result, I am 
better able to make connections between 
various sites.

Indeed, the development of this over-
all picture led me to begin thinking about 
Greece regionally. This line of thinking 
coupled with my interest in religion and 
cult (which was reaffirmed in the course 
of working on my other fall report topics, 
the temple and oracle at Delphi and the cult 
at Epidaurus) prompted me to consider 
regional cult differences. Ultimately, my 
experiences during the fall portion of the 
Regular Program allowed me to formulate 

a viable dissertation topic. I plan to exam-
ine the formation of regional identity using 
cult as a focal point around which these 
identities are created. I will be looking at 
Artemis cult in particular, as her cult is one 
of the most widespread of Greek cults, and 
she was worshipped in connection with 
an assortment of aspects. Since my time in 
Greece had been so fruitful academically, 
I decided to apply for a second-year fel-
lowship to work on my dissertation idea. 
I am quite pleased that I was able to work 
on a regional analysis of Artemis cult in 
mainland Greece as the 2008–09 Edward 
Capps Fellow.

I am extremely grateful to have received 
the James H. and Mary Ottaway, Jr. Fellow-
ship to participate in the School’s Regular 
Program. I learned an immense amount 
over the course of the year and in a man-
ner that impressed it more firmly in my 
mind than any previous year of graduate 
schooling. My experience resulted in a dis-
sertation idea that will most likely shape 
my academic career, and it is a topic that 
would have never occurred to me had I not 
participated in the ASCSA program. My 
time in Athens has been incredibly fruitful, 
and I eagerly look forward to continuing 
my research. e

Student Reports
continued from page 12

and the Black Sea Areas, is a substantial pa-
per on the kind of table ceramics that can 
be regarded as a direct predecessor of terra 
sigillata, produced in the third through sec-
ond centuries B.C.

While at the School, Mr. Domżalski 
took advantage of the opportunity to con-
sult with Hellenistic and Roman ceramol-
ogy specialists Susan Rotroff and Kathleen 
Slane about several specific questions per-
taining to his research.

ddd

Bogdan-Petru Maleon (Alexandru 
Cuza University of Iasi, Romania) spent 
his time in Athens conducting research for 
his project, “Mutilation as Practice in the 
Fight for Power in Byzantium.” Much of 
his research involved the Byzantine sources 
and specialty literature contained in the 
Gennadius Library and focused mainly on 
chronicles, travel memories, hagiographic 
sources, correspondence, laws, and official 
documents. Using information collected 
from his stay in Athens as a basis, Mr. 
Maleon planned to pursue a study of 
the genesis of mutilations as practices in 
fights for power (“Bodies’ Punishing. The 
Beginning of Mutilation in Byzantine Fight 
for Power”) and to ultimately publish a 
book based on his research findings. e

Mellon Fellows
continued from page 21
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In the journal I am editing, the Bulletin of 
the American Society of Papyrologists (vol. 
43, 2006, 50), reference was made to an 
online image of a wooden tablet in the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art: “Upside 
down it looks rather like a Latin text of 
which three lines are preserved.” During 
a brief pause in my work at the American 
School, I decided to have a closer look at 
the text. It turned out to be a Latin text of a 
special kind: a manumission tax certificate. 
There was only one such text known, and 
with the help of the new text, I was able 
to improve its reading, add a third text on 
papyrus hitherto unrecognized as a copy of 
a manumission tax certificate, and establish 
the structure of such texts.

The new text reads: “(N.N. manumitted 
by N.N.) alias Helladius (spelled Elladio) 
paid (solbi(t)) the 5% (manumission) tax 
(XX) to the state (pupl(ice)). I, Aurelius 
Isidorianus, agent for the procuratores of 
the 5% (manumission) tax have received 
the 5% manumission (liberitatis) tax of the 
Roman people (pupuli; from N.N. - - - ).”

The text probably dates from after A.D. 
212, when all free inhabitants of the empire 
were made Roman citizens—if they were 
not already Roman citizens—and received 
the gentilicium Aurelius after Caracalla. One 
can imagine the confusion this caused to 
people who had never experienced the tra-

ditional Roman way of documenting their 
personal status with the help of wooden 
tablets, from birth certificates to manumis-
sion tax certificates (see E. A. Meyer, Legiti-
macy and Law in the Roman World: Tabulae 
in Roman Belief and Practice [Cambridge, 
2004]). Without the payment of the manu-
mission tax and its proper documentation 
on such tablets, freedman of those made 
Roman citizens in 212 risked losing out 
on Roman citizenship. Cassius Dio claimed 
that Caracalla extended Roman citizenship 
to all free inhabitants of the empire who 
were not yet Roman citizens to increase the 
income from traditional Roman inheritance 
and manumission taxes, both notionally 
5% of the value of the inheritance or the 
slave. During Caracalla’s reign the tax was 
increased to 10%, but it was restored to 5% 
immediately after by Macrinus, so the new 
text can be more precisely dated after 215.

The text in Los Angeles illustrates the 
use of Latin and wood (rare in Egypt) af-
ter 212. It also shows that the manumis-
sion tax, previously collected by “societ-
ies” of publicani or individual conductores 
through their slaves (or in the absence 
of suitable conductores through imperial 
slaves), was later collected by a pair of 
procuratores, one of equestrian rank, one 
imperial freedman. The edition will ap-
pear in BASP 46 (2009). e

Image of tablet M.80.202.488 at http://collectionsonline.lacma.org (turned 180 degrees).

Wiener Lab News

It has been another busy year in the Wiener 
Laboratory, and every day seems to bring 
another discovery. The Wiener Laboratory 
disseminates knowledge through various 
venues, including Tea Talks, the annual 
Malcolm H. Wiener Lecture (as part of the 
School’s lecture series), and the Fitch-Wie-
ner Labs Seminar Series on science-based 
archaeology. Previously, dissemination to 
a larger audience has been accomplished 
through two Wiener Laboratory mono-
graphs, and this year (2009) marks the 
beginning of a new series from the Lab. We 
are very pleased that the first Occasional 
Wiener Laboratory Series volume, a Hespe-
ria supplement entitled New Directions in 
the Skeletal Biology of Greece (eds. Lynne 
A. Schepartz, Sherry C. Fox, and Chryssi 
Bourbou), has just been published. This 
volume, dedicated to the memory of J. Law-
rence Angel, a pioneer in skeletal biology in 
the eastern Mediterranean, is composed of 
17 chapters, from material ranging in date 
from the Middle Pleistocene to modern 
times, in geographical space from numer-
ous sites around Greece and Cyprus, and 
includes various approaches and scientific 
techniques to enhance our understanding 
of the human past in this part of the world. 
We hope that everyone will enjoy it.

— Sherry C. Fox, Director

Three Lines of Latin in Los Angeles 

Papyrologist Peter van Minnen (University of Cincinnati), 2008–09 Whitehead Professor 
at the School, reports here on how “reading between the lines” came to expand current 
scholarship on a little-known type of Roman tax certificate.
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The first Occasional Wiener Laboratory 
Series volume was published in 2009.
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I had the distinct pleasure of serving as 
one of the Elizabeth A. Whitehead Profes-
sors during the 2007–08 academic year. 
There were certain aspects of the year that 
I was pretty certain about going in—I knew 
that the students would be terrific; I knew 
that the trips would be challenging but 
invigorating; and I knew that the Blegen 
Library would be a splendid resource for 
my work—and all of these things were 
even better than I hoped. What I was less 
sure about was what it would be like tak-
ing my children (Ella, aged 8, and Kevin, 
aged 11) to Greece for the year. Fortunately, 
my spouse (Gayle Boyer) was able to come 
as well, so the whole household moved to 
Athens together. 

As it happens, both kids took to life in 
Athens like tadpoles to the Eridanos. I was 
initially worried about their reaction to the 
noise and bustle of the city; we live in a 
town of 8,000 in the US, virtually a chorio. 
I need not have been concerned. Within a 
week, both Kevin and Ella knew their way 
around Kolonaki, and could find their way 
to the Metro while their parents lagged a 
little ways behind. They loved Greek food, 
especially in tavernas in little towns and 
tourist areas like Nauplio, and Kevin quick-
ly declared that he enjoyed anything that 
came from the sea. He put this to the test 
by eating grilled octopus. I don’t think he 
enjoyed it as much as he claimed, but he 
ate it rather than abandon his gustatory 
principles.

For me, one of the most rewarding as-
pects of the year was introducing my chil-
dren to the world of ancient Greek history 
and material culture. We took them to 
museums and sites in Athens frequently, 
and while they were more interested in the 
turtles and frogs at the Kerameikos than the 
funerary monuments, that was fine. Over 
the year, they developed a sense of these 
sites as part of the living city of Athens. 
They quickly declared the Benaki their 
favorite museum, in part because of its 
manageable size, in part because of the fine 
roof-top restaurant, in part because of the 
eighteenth-century clothing and military 
equipment. Ella took a shine to Byzantine 
churches, and Kevin got to take a friend 
from the States to Aigosthena one memo-
rably windy spring day. We quickly grew to 

strong opinions about all this “old stuff.” In 
that regard my year in Athens was a great 
success, and I am deeply grateful to the 
American School for welcoming me and 
my family so warmly.

Needless to say, some flexibility on the 
part of parents as well as children is neces-
sary. Not every day was full of magic and 
wonder, and occasionally being far from 
home was just plain hard. But I highly 
recommend the experience, for those who 
have the opportunity to introduce their 
children to Athens and the School. e

Photo: K. Ormand

Kevin and Ella enjoy a traditional fish 
dinner on Naxos.

Photo: K. Ormand

Kevin and Ella admire the signage at 
Perachora.

appreciate the lesser-known, unfenced sites 
where the kids could clamber and explore 
things on their own. 

Every break from school, we rented a 
car and headed out: the kids saw Delphi, 
Mycenae, Nemea, and Mystras, as well as 
lesser-known sites like Apollo Amyclae and 
Perachora—a great success, despite being 
too early in the season for swimming. Ella’s 
favorite trip by far was to Meteora and Ver-
gina, taken in the cold of January, where we 
had the distinct pleasure of being among 
the only tourists. The days were cold but 
sunny, and we hiked the traditional paths 
between monasteries before returning to 
our deserted hotel in the evening for hot 
cocoa in front of the fire. Ella still talks 
about her favorite taverna in the village of 
Kastraki. In all, the children were intrepid 
explorers.

I would be lying if I said that the kids 
had as much fun as I did. At one point, 
during our trip to Sparta and environs, Ella 
explained the situation to me in a voice that 
only the parents of an 8-year-old will know: 
“Dad, you know, we’re not archaeologists, 
so this old stuff isn’t that interesting to us.” 
So I left my spouse and the children behind 
to have tea while I drove out and wandered 
around lost until I found the (completely 
fabulous) chamber tombs at Pellana. But 
on the whole, the children were remark-
ably patient, and usually interested enough. 
They now have memories of quite a few 
archaeological sites in Greece, and a set of 

Greece with Kids
At the School as Whitehead Visiting Professor in 2007–08, Kirk Ormand (Oberlin College) 
experienced firsthand the joys and challenges of spending a year in Greece with his family. He 
invites anyone with questions about life for kids in Athens to contact him at kirk.ormand@
oberlin.edu.

fourth to sixth century was not as peaceful 
as it is sometimes suggested, but that it was 
frequently characterized by the violent epi-
sodes we know about from elsewhere in the 
Empire. Likewise, I will argue that in the 
Frankish period (after 1204) we can detect 
really significant differences in lifestyles 
and economic connections, from region to 
region within southern Greece, and that 
many of these had long-term results in local 
history that can still be felt today.

There can be no question of  how much 
I profited from my tenure as NEH Fellow at 
the School, and I especially enjoyed the rar-
est of gifts—the opportunity to pass hours 
of uninterrupted research and writing in 
two of the finest libraries of the world. I 
know that the publications, teaching, and 
public service that follow will largely be a 
result of this time for research.

— Timothy E. Gregory
Ohio State University

NEH Fellows
continued from page 21
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My fellowship project is an attempt to ad-
vance understanding of how communities 
outside or at the periphery of the main ob-
sidian network organized procurement of 
cherts, and how aspects of availability and 
accessibility of chert sources affected the 
organization of chert production strategies 
at the settlements. Research was based on 
analyses of archaeological chipped chert 
and natural chert sources at and around six 
Late Neolithic to Middle Bronze Age sites 
(ca. 5300–1600 B.C.) in Kefalonia, South 
Pieria, Boeotia, and Kastoria.

Despite recent progress in research on 
the procurement and circulation of cherts 
in Greece, it is increasingly obvious that 
our picture of which types of chert were 
available prehistorically is much too sim-
ple. A way out of this predicament is for ar-
chaeologists to work with geologists to ac-
curately identify, characterize, and “source” 
materials exploited prehistorically. How-
ever, few geologists in Greece have shown 
interest in Holocene geological deposits in 
which many secondary sources of siliceous 
rock can be found. There are no extensive 
reference collections of cherts procured di-
rectly from documented geological sources. 
Neither are most chert typologies presented 
in the archaeological literature very helpful 
regarding characteristics of chert types. 

As a small contribution towards rectify-
ing this, I have begun to sample selected 
materials from sites and prepare petro-
graphic thin-sections that should help in 
material identification, and ideally in the 
identification of possible source areas. For 
my project I try to establish a combined 
method of relatively simple, low-cost site-
linked raw material survey; standardized 
macroscopic description; and basic pe-
trographic thin-section analysis. Cherts 
are further evaluated in terms of practical 
qualities such as knappability, limitations 
posed by nodule size, and hypothetical 
prehistoric availability. This provides a 
natural baseline against which to evaluate 
prehistoric people’s choices of raw material 
in the different contexts in which chert is 
encountered archaeologically. 

Analysis of chipped stone artefacts re-
covered from the six archaeological sites is 
designed to: 1) identify different geological 
chert types in archaeological assemblages 
in order to address the significance of the 
distance between the nearest geological oc-
currence to the archaeological site; 2) posit 
mechanisms of acquisition as related to the 
technological organization; and 3) distin-
guish differential patterns of chert selection 
per tool and debitage class.

The classification and analysis of natural 
and archaeological lithic material is based 
on visual inspection of the specimens ac-
cording to a set of macroscopic variables. 
Because many cherts from Greece are 
macroscopically similar to one another, 
selected samples are also subjected to mi-
croscopic analysis for chert identification. 
Microscopic analysis is accomplished with 
a Zeiss polarizing light microscope at the 
Wiener Laboratory.

Not surprisingly, there are significant 
differences in the availability of chert 
and the way it is procured. For instance, 
chert resources in Kefalonia are particu-
larly abundant and of high quality. Small 
amounts of obsidian and imported “honey-
flint” are present but play a numerically 
insignificant role. At the agricultural set-
tlement of Avgi near the Aliakmonas river 
valley in Northern Greece there are no us-
able local sources and high-quality chert is 

imported to the site, probably as prepared 
cores. At South Pieria, low- and medium-
quality cherts are collected from expedient, 
ultra-local sources in riverbeds and tertiary 
gravel deposits around the sites. Within 
these broad patterns characterizing the 
individual assemblages, there are further 
complexities that cannot be fully addressed 
until specific sources can be identified with 
specific raw materials.

We are only going to get more nuanced 
understanding of procurement patterns in 
Mediterranean prehistory through detailed 
bottom-up studies at the local and regional 
level. Future work concerning sourcing 
analysis in Greece should concentrate on 
locating outcrops and other raw material 
sources and developing viable methods to 
document the range of variation at these 
sites. Certainly the usefulness of macro-
scopic analysis in combination with basic 
thin-section analysis should be further test-
ed to determine its viability as a method to 
describe the range of raw materials. 

Closing out my year at the Lab, I had the 
opportunity to participate in the School’s 
Tea Talk series. My presentation outlined 
the current status of chert studies in Greece, 
brought School Members up to date on 
problems associated with chert sourcing 
throughout Greece, and highlighted basic 
assumptions regarding the results of my 
recent work. e

Wiener Lab Report

Niels H. Andreasen

University of Cambridge 
2008–09 Wiener Laboratory Geoarchaeology 
Fellow

Photo: S. Forenbaher

Chert nodules embedded in limestone matrix.

Lithic Raw Material Availability and Archaeological “Sourcing” of 
Chert Artifacts: Some Case Studies from Greece
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Class of 2008–2009: A Wealth of Research
While global financial markets may have reeled during the past academic year, intellectual pursuits held strong, with a stalwart group of 
scholars representing more than two dozen institutions coming to the School to pursue their diverse research interests (listed below, along 
with fellowships held).

27

Regular Members

Ryan A. Boehm
University of California at Berkeley
Fulbright Fellow
Greek archaeology, urbanism, political architecture and 
monuments of the Hellenistic period

William Bruce
University of Wisconsin
Heinrich Schliemann Fellow
Healing cults at Epidaurus

Eric A. Cox
University of Wisconsin
Virginia Grace Fellow
Literature and landscape: representations of the physi-
cal and social environment in Homer and Herodotus

Stella Diakou
Bryn Mawr College
Emily Townsend Vermeule Fellow
Relationship of Cyprus to the outside world during the 
middle Bronze Age

Tzoulia Dimitriou
Boston University
James Rignall Wheeler Fellow
Classical literature, art and archaeology

Scott Charles Gallimore
University of Buffalo – SUNY
John Williams White Fellow
Roman-period material culture recovered from rescue 
excavations in the port city of Ierapetra on Crete

Thomas Andrew Garvey
University of Virginia
Lucy Shoe Meritt Fellow
Intersection of epigraphy and the associated literary 
genre of the epigram in both its Greek and Latin incar-
nations; Greek and Roman religion, philosophy, mythol-
ogy, paleography and comparative linguistics

Karl F. Goetze
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
The intellectual history of the early 
Byzantine empire

Mark David Hammond
University of Missouri – Columbia
School Fellow
Architectural sculpture during the late Roman/early 
Byzantine periods

Jason R. Harris
University of Southern California
Philip Lockhart Fellow
Effects of mobility on identity in Greece during the 4th 
century and the Hellenistic period

Sean Jensen
Rutgers, The State University
Michael Jameson Fellow
Sub-hegemony in the Delian League

Daniel W. Leon
University of Virginia
Martin Ostwald Fellow
Battle of Plataea as told by Herodotus

Marcello Lippiello
Duke University
James H. and Mary Ottaway, Jr. Fellow
Educational systems the Romans found in Greece and 
how these systems changed under Roman influence from 
the 2nd century B.C. through late antiquity

Joanna Potenza
University of California at Los Angeles
Bronze Age burial customs at Mitrou

Katherine A. Rask
Ohio State University
Bert Hodge Hill Fellow
Theory and method in Greek archaeology and religion

Kiersten Johanna Spongberg
Bryn Mawr College
Classical sculpture: examining literary quotes from He-
siod’s Theogony on the Temple of Hekate at Lagina

Benjamin M. Sullivan
University of California at Irvine
Thomas Day Seymour Fellow
Archaic Greek land warfare

Student Associate Members

Niels Henrik Andreasen
University of Cambridge
Wiener Laboratory Fellow in Geoarchaeology Studies
The influence of availability and accessibility on direct-
access exploitation of siliceous rock in late Neolithic and 
Bronze Age Greece: a petro-archaeological study

Matthew J. Baumann
Ohio State University
Kress History of Art and Architecture in Antiquity 
Fellow
The imagery of poet cults in ancient Greece

Alexis Marie Belis
Princeton University
Gorham Phillips Stevens Fellow
Fire on the Mountain: Ash altars and mountaintop 
sanctuaries in ancient Greece

Nicholas George Blackwell
Bryn Mawr College
CAORC Multi-Country Fellow
An analysis of 2nd millennium B.C. Mediterranean 
bronze carpentry and masonry tools: Implications for 
craftsmanship and cultural/regional interaction

Amelia Robertson Brown
University of California at Berkeley
Greek capital cities of the later Roman Empire

Clay Cofer
Bryn Mawr College
Historiographic approaches to eclecticism in the art of 
the Late Hellenistic to the early Roman period 

Cavan W. Concannon
Harvard University
Jacob Hirsch Fellow
Ethnicity and civic identity in Roman Corinth and Paul’s 
letters to the Corinthians by integrating literary and 
archaeological analysis

Benjamin Costello
University of Buffalo – SUNY
The Earthquake House at Kourion: a material culture 
analysis

Jamieson Donati
NYU, Institute of Fine Arts
Towards an Agora: The spatial and architectural de-
velopment of Greek commercial and civic space in the 
Peloponnese

Ivan Drpić
Harvard University
Kosmos of verse: Art and epigram in late Byzantium 

Yuki Furuya
University of Cincinnati
Reflections of social prominence in protopalatial to 
neopalatial Cretan jewelry

Christina C. Gieske
University of Pennsylvania
Edward Capps Fellow
Religion, culture contact, and marginalized populations, 
such as women and foreigners

Nathan Harper
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Homer A. and Dorothy B. Thompson Fellow; CAORC 
Multi-Country Fellow
Development of the Cypriot character: Migration, 
postmarital residence and acculturation in the Late 
Bronze Age

Thomas S. Henderson
Florida State University
Eugene Vanderpool Fellow
Civic ideology and public culture of Hellenistic Athens

Seth N. Jaffe
University of Toronto 
Thucydidean Moral Psychology: Fear, Honor, Profit and 
the Nature of Political Order

Sarah James
University of Texas at Austin
The Hellenistic Pottery from Panayia Field, Corinth: A 
typological and historical analysis

Angeliki Kokkinou
Johns Hopkins University
Poseidon in Attica during the Classical Period 

Stavroula Konstantopoulou
Ohio State University
M. Alison Frantz Fellow
The historical role and profession of the Byzantine dip-
lomat, 4th–6th centuries A.D.

Lynne Kvapil
University of Cincinnati
Fulbright Fellow
Aegean prehistory with a focus on Mycenaean economy

Jeremy LaBuff
University of Pennsylvania
Fulbright Fellow
Carian sympoliteiai inscriptions

Michael Laughy, Jr.
University of California, Berkeley 
Cult and Authority in Ancient Athens

Tanya McCullough
University of Pennsylvania
Knock-offs in Antiquity:  The role of imitations of im-
ported luxury objects in the Aegean during the early 
and middle Bronze Ages 

Andreya Lyn Mihaloew
Harvard University
Lamps in archaic and classical Greece

Jerolyn Morrison
University of Houston
INSTAP Study Center 
Cooking pots and cooking practices at Mochlos

Daniel Muñoz-Hutchinson
University of Pennsylvania
Plotinus’s theory of consciousness 
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Jeremy J. Ott
New York University
Late antique burial at Corinth

Hüseyin Öztürk
University of Cincinnati
Mycenaean identity, what makes a site-person-artifact 
Mycenaean 

Panagiota A. Pantou
University of Buffalo – SUNY
Ione Mylonas Shear Fellow
Mycenaean society outside the palaces: The evidence of 
the Late Helladic IIIA–B1 corridor buildings

Katerina Papayianni
University of Athens
Doreen C. Spitzer Fellow
The microfauna from Mochlos houses C.1-C.7: A con-
tribution to the history of Bronze Age Aegean com-
mensalism

Kimberley-Anne Pixley
University of Toronto
Banausic labor in Attic vase-painting 

Stephanie Pryor
University of Missouri–Columbia
Kress Joint Athens-Jerusalem Fellow
Imaging royal and ruling women from the Hellenistic 
to Roman periods

Philip Sapirstein
Cornell University
The study for publication of the temple to Hera at Mon 
Repos, Corfu

Gregory Stournaras
Coulson/Cross Fellow to Turkey
Thessaly during the Ottoman era:  Almyros area and 
the urban development 

Katherine M. Swinford
University of Cincinnati
Solow Dissertation Fellow
Evaluating the archaeological evidence for archaic 
settlements in Macedonia

Christina Tsoraki
University of Sheffield
Investigating raw material selection and use for the pro-
duction of ground-stone tools in Macedonia, Greece

Özlem Vapur
Ankara University
Coulson/Cross Fellow
Ceramics study at the Athenian Agora and Ancient 
Corinth 

Angela Ziskowski
Bryn Mawr College
Solow Dissertation Fellow
Cultural identity of archaic Corinth

Senior Associate Members 

Elizabeth Angelicoussis
Independent Scholar
Roman Art in private British collections 

Adela Bâltâc
Bucharest University
Mellon East European Fellow
Rural structures from the Moesia Inferior and Thracia 
provinces with special regard to the south of Thoracia 
province

Harriet Blitzer
Buffalo State College
NEH Fellow
Traditional industries of Greece: their history, technol-
ogy, raw materials and trade

Thomas M. Brogan
INSTAP East Crete Study Center
The production of perfumed oils at Mochlos, oil and wine at 
Papadiokambos, and colored textiles in Pacheia Ammos

Miriam Caskey
Independent Scholar
Agia Irini on Kea 

Nikolaos Chrissidis
Southern Connecticut State University
Cotsen Traveling Fellow
Slavo-Greco-Latin Academy of Moscow, 1685–1725

Rosalia Christidou
Paris X, Nanterre University
Wiener Laboratory Fellow in Faunal Studies
The Neolithic and Early Bronze Age bone tools from 
Kryoneri, Lower Struma Valley

Rick Cypert
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Theater and Rhetoric in Classical Greece

Melissa Eaby
University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill
Mortuary variability in Early Iron Age Cretan burials

Gerald Finkielsztejn
Israel Antiquities Authority
Kress Publications Fellow
Rhodian amphorae and amphora stamps from the  
Athenian Agora

Janet B. Grossman
The John Paul Getty Museum
Kress Publications Fellow
The Athenian Agora: the results of excavations con-
ducted by ASCSA. Catalogue of the sculpted funerary 
monuments from the Athenian Agora

Martin Asenov Gyuzelev
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Mellon East European Fellow
Attic black-figure pottery from Apollonia (according to 
the latest data from the archeological excavations in the 
Old Town of Sozopol)

John Hayes
Oxford University
Kress Publications Fellow
Continuation of research for the publication of Roman 
coarseware from the Athenian Agora

Sonia Klinger
University of Haifa
The small finds of the Demeter and Kore Sanctuary at 
ancient Corinth

Elizabeth Maya Langridge-Noti
American College of Greece
Greek pottery, Laconia

Floyd McCoy
Wiener Laboratory Senior Research Fellow
University of Hawaii
The Late Bronze Age Eruption of Santorini

Sally Purefoy Morris
University of California, Los Angeles
Prehistoric Pottery from Torone; Lofkënd, Albania 
excavations

James D. Muhly
University of Pennsylvania
Cretan Bronze and Iron Age; Copper and Bronze  
metallurgy

Polymnia Muhly
Independent Scholar
Excavations at Kato Symi

Argyro Napflioti
Wiener Laboratory Travel Grant;  
Wiener Laboratory Research Associate
Geographic origin of the people of the mesolithic site 

of Mafoulas of Kythnos: Evidence from the strontium 
and oxygen isotope ratio analysis 

Jenifer Neils
Case Western Reserve University
NEH Fellow
The Greek pottery of Morgantina (Sicily)

Jennifer Lynne Palinkas
Arcadia University Center for Education Abroad 
Greek Sacred Space

John K. Papadopoulos
University of California, Los Angeles
Early iron age material from the Athenian Agora and 
excavations at Lofkënd, Albania

Anastasia Papathanasiou
Wiener Laboratory Research Associate
Bioarchaeological analysis of health and diet of early 
Neolithic settlements in Northern Greece

Despina Pilides
Department of Antiquities, Cyprus
Getty Research Exchange Scholar

Eleni Prevedorou
Arizona State University
Wiener Laboratory Travel Grant; Wiener Laboratory 
Research Associate
Archaeological science research

Mary Richardson
Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum
Greek epigraphy

Deborah Ruscillo Cosmopoulos
Washington University St. Louis
Wiener Laboratory Research Associate
From Apollonia to Heraklion: Understanding
Marine Resource Exploitation at two sites

Jan Motyka Sanders
Arcadia University Center for Education Abroad
The urban development of post-independence Athens

China Shelton
Wiener Laboratory Travel Grant
Food, ritual and society at Roman Kenchreai:  A paleo-
ethnobotanical project

Anne Stewart
College Year in Athens
Temple statues in the Hellenistic period

Sharon R. Stocker
University of Cincinnati
Mallakastra Regional Archaeological Project; Blegen’s 
unpublished work at Pylos

Sara Strack
Independent Scholar
Isthmia excavations, late Hellenistic and Roman ceramics

Turan Takaoğlu
Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University
Coulson/Cross Fellow
Interactions in the 5th millennium B.C. Eastern Aegean

Leslie Threatte
University of California, Berkeley
Greek epigraphy & linguistics

Mariyana Tsibranska-Kostova
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Mellon East European Fellow
Greek-Slavic interactions in the Canon Law literature of 
the post-Byzantine period (15th–18th centuries)

E. Loeta Tyree
Independent Scholar
The Skoteino cave 

Diana Gilliland Wright
Independent Scholar, NEH Fellow
The 15th century Morea 



29

In Memoriam

Sara Anderson Immerwahr
1914–2008

Sally Immerwahr died on June 25, 2008, 
just two months shy of her 94th birthday. 
Her life was long and full, especially in 
those ways that are unique to a career in ar-
chaeology. She began with an undergradu-
ate degree in classical archaeology at Mount 
Holyoke College in 1935, and then a Ph.D. 
from Bryn Mawr in 1943. She taught first 
at Wellesley College, then Bryn Mawr, and 
finally at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. Sally became a member of 
the School in Athens in 1938, and it re-
mained the true center of her academic life 
throughout the rest of her career. It was in 
Loring Hall in 1939 that she met her future 
husband Henry. When Henry became di-
rector of the School in 1977, no one could 
deny that it was a team effort; and no one 
could deny that they had nearly as much 
love and respect for the School as they had 
for each other. 

In addition to her many published ar-
ticles and book reviews, Sally produced 
two major books: The Neolithic and Bronze 
Ages (Vol. XIII in the Athenian Agora series; 
1971), and Aegean Painting in the Bronze 
Age (1990). Both are useful and important, 
which are standards all too seldom attained 
by scholars.

During her last decade, Sally demon-
strated yet again the resilience and deter-
mination that had served her so well in her 
earlier years, when the abilities of female 
scholars were often underestimated and 
underappreciated in a male-dominated aca-
demic world. Heart surgery was followed 
by a stroke that would have marked the 
end of most her age. . .but not for Sally. 
She battled back through physical reha-
bilitation, slowly but surely, demonstrat-
ing a power of will that belied her small 
physical stature. And unlike many in that 
time of life, Sally never lost her appetite, 
either for food or for intellectual stimula-
tion. In addition to belonging to a reading 
group at Carol Woods Retirement Com-
munity, she kept up with newly published 
academic books and articles of interest, and 
she was able to see her last article in print: 
“Left or right? A study of hands and feet,” 
in Aegean Wall Painting: a Tribute to Mark 
Cameron (2005). Even in her last months, 
as her speech became more strained, she 

was always listening, inserting pertinent 
comments (and occasional corrections) 
into every conversation. After her death, 
her ashes were buried by her family on their 
beloved Chebeague Island off the coast of 
Maine, where they had owned a vacation 
cottage since 1951.

A memorial for Sally was held in Cha-
pel Hill in September, and the speakers 
included her daughter Mary Hiniker, her 
last graduate student Anne Chapin, and 
UNC Art Department colleague Jaroslav 
Folda. They each spoke in turn, between 
movements of Schubert’s Piano Trio, op. 
99. Selected by Henry, the music provided 
welcome and calming interludes of con-
templation between speakers. But it was 
something more: a recording of this work 
was the first gift Henry ever gave to Sally 
(before either of them even had a record 
player). A Classical scholar might see ring 
composition here; those in attendance 
heard a fitting tribute to a life well lived.

Sally Immerwahr leaves behind her  
husband, daughter Mary, son-in-law Je-
rome, and three grandchildren. But like 
many gifted researchers and teachers, she 
also leaves generations of current and fu-
ture archaeologists better equipped for 
their profession. Her publications serve 
those who did not know her personally, but 
for those who did know her, these pages 
are embellished by her keen sense of aca-
demic curiosity, her able guidance, and her 
generous spirit.

— Richard Liebhart

Malcolm Barton Wallace
1942–2008

In response to a survey a few years ago ask-
ing what former members owed the ASCSA 
(of which he was member 1976–77), Mac’s 
answer was typically succinct: “My life. My 
parents met at the American School.”

When the Wallace family was in Greece 
on sabbatical leave in 1961, Mac, then an 
undergraduate, participated in the full 
school program, which meant preparing 
and giving reports at various sites. Eu-
gene Vanderpool later commented that 
Mac’s reports were as good as those of the 
very best of the graduate students. Vir-
ginia Grace, another good friend of the 
Wallaces, later induced Mac to join his 
sister Philippa and Carolyn Koehler in 
her work on amphoras; her appeal to his 
metrological instincts, hitherto applied to 
Greek numismatics, resulted in the experi-
ments in the Stoa basement that many of 
us remember—Mac pouring water, bird 
seed, or styrofoam pellets into amphoras 
(depending on their state of preservation) 
to measure their capacities. Always recep-
tive to new approaches to ancient studies, 
he encouraged the early harnessing of the 
computer to bibliographical, amphoric, 
and prosopographical opera, despite his 
own ambiguous relationship with the ma-
chines (he used to say they had free will).

Mac inherited his attraction to Euboia 
from his father, who did a model study of 
the demes of Eretria, and was made an hon-
orary citizen of Histiaia in recognition of 
his scholarly work on that polis. Mac did a 
Toronto Ph.D. (directed by Mary White) on 
Karystos, and was later co-director (with 
Don Keller) of the South Euboia Explora-
tion Project. A high point of the American 
School On-Site Tour in the summer of 1990 
was a visit to Mac at Karystos. He “talked 
Karystos” solidly, on foot, over tea, on the 
bus; then on the way back to Chalkis he 
started a debate on the pros and cons of 
the Athenian Empire: the front of the bus 
(Mac) was con, the back (Traill) was pro. 
The victory was won by “con” with supe-
rior knowledge and arguments, which Mac, 
with typical modesty, explained: “I had the 
microphone.”

Mac’s polymathia, matched by an 
indelible, defining generosity, extended to 
all he met and knew. Pacing thoughtfully, 

Sally Immerwahr

 Photo: ASCSA Archives

continued on next page
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he would consider any idea put to him, 
quizzically extract clarification, and 
patiently lead associates to a sharper 
framing of their thoughts and students to an 
encouraging enlightenment. His criticisms 
were incisive and positive, never harmful 
or personal, and his comments were 
invariably accompanied by a smile and/
or a laugh. Legions benefited—members 
of the ASCSA, high school students and 
teachers, colleagues of every description. 
A renowned scholar once remarked that 
everything good that came out of Toronto 
in Classics bore the mark of Mac in some 
way or other.

He spent some part of each summer in 
Greece, at the ASCSA but also working 
at Karystos, enjoying his relations with 
modern Greek institutions of all kinds, 
including the staff of museums and 
the Greek archaeological ephoreias. He 
supported the Canadian Institute in Greece 
(formerly CAIA), as president and long-
serving member, intellectually, personally, 
and financially.

Although his favorite author was 
Herodotus, and he certainly possessed 
the wide, humane interests of that writer, 
he was a master also of the other greatest 
Greek historian, and the words of Perikles 
in the pages of Thucydides come most to 
mind with respect to Mac: “The whole 
world is the tomb of famous men—not only 
do inscribed stelai commemorate them in 
their own country, but also in foreign lands 
an unwritten memorial has been preserved 
not in monuments but in the minds of 
individuals.”

— John Traill and Carolyn Koehler

Mary Zelia Pease Philippides
1906–2009

Mary Zelia Pease Philippides, Librarian of 
the School from 1958 to 1971, was born in 
New York City on January 19, 1906, and 
passed away in Athens at the age of 103 on 
January 23, 2009. She first came to Greece 
and to the ASCSA in 1927 after completing 
her B.A. in classical archaeology and Greek 
at Bryn Mawr College, and was a member 
of the School many times before becoming 
Librarian of the School, initially to work 
on her dissertation, later as a fellow at 
the Agora Excavations and a member of 
the excavations at Corinth. A specialist in 
Attic black-figured pottery, she received 
her Ph.D. from Bryn Mawr College in 1934 
with a doctoral thesis on the pottery from 

When Mrs. Philippides came as 
Librarian to the American School in 1958, 
the Davis Wing was under construction. 
In 1960 she initiated a project to create 
a new card catalogue for the library with 
full bibliographic standards and subject 
headings, a project that was completed 
only after her retirement. This catalogue 
formed the basis for the electronic 
catalogue now used by the School, the 
completeness of its information allowing 
electronic matching of records in U.S. 
databases. She also envisioned a “union 
catalogue” of periodical holdings at the 
foreign archaeological schools in Athens, 
an idea that had to wait for successors and 
digital technology to make possible. After 
her retirement from the library she was 
honored by the School with the title of 
Librarian Emerita.

None of this conveys the special 
person that she was. Over six feet tall, she 
stood ramrod straight, her eyes twinkling 
and a smile always hovering, a hearty 
chuckle not far away. She was a master of 
understatement. Working in Greece as a 
volunteer for UNRWA after World War II, 
she met and later married John Philippides 
(the scion of a distinguished family from 
Milies and the well-known nineteenth-
century Admiral Constantine Canaris), 
with whom she had a daughter, Dia, now 
professor in the Dept. of Classical Studies 
at Boston College. Devoted to her family, 
Greece, and the ASCSA, Mary Zelia also 
loved classical music and mountains (she 
climbed Mt. Olympus in 1934 with Virginia 
Grace and Oscar Broneer), and couldn’t 
care less about food. The library was her 
passion and she labored well into the night 
and on Saturdays working on the new card 
catalogue, the only times she could be 
assured of no interruptions. To step into 
her shoes as librarian was a formidable task, 
made easier only because of her grace in 
withdrawing into the background, always 
ready to help with information whenever 
needed but never seeming to hover. She 
and her husband welcomed members of 
the School into their homes in Athens and 
on Aegina, a factor that eased considerably 
the transition from life in America to life 
in Greece and imparted to all their love of 
the country and its people. The School has 
lost one of its most loyal former members 
and staff, and she is sorely missed.

— Nancy Winter

Mac Wallace, his father William Wallace, 
and Mary White sitting at a fountain in 
Euboia in 1961.

 Photo: ASCSA Archives

Mary Zelia Pease Philippides on her 
101st birthday.

 Photo: ASCSA Archives

the Gallatin Collection, a study that was 
enlarged and published jointly with G. H. 
Chase’s on the Fogg Museum collection as 
Corpus Vasorum Antiquorum U.S.A., fasc. 
8, pp. 79–116, in 1942. “The Pottery from 
the North Slope of the Acropolis” was 
published in Hesperia 4 (1935) 214–302 
and “The Cave on the East Slope of the 
Acropolis. II. The Pottery” in Hesperia 5 
(1936) 254–272. “A Well of the Late Fifth 
Century at Corinth,” Hesperia 6 (1937) 
257–316, is among the most frequently 
cited works on pottery at Corinth. Her 
study of the black-figured pottery from the 
Athenian Agora was published jointly with 
Mary B. Moore as Athenian Agora XXIII  
in 1986.
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Daniel Joseph Geagan
1937–2009

Daniel Joseph Geagan passed away at St. 
Joseph’s Villa, Dundas, Ontario, Canada 
on February 6, 2009, at age 72. Professor 
Emeritus of history at McMaster University, 
he devoted his life to education and work 
within his community.

Professor Geagan received his A.B. from 
Boston College and Ph.D. from Johns Hop-
kins University, and taught at Dartmouth 
College after serving in the military for two 
years. He joined the Department of History 
at McMaster University in 1973 and until 
2001 taught ancient history, especially an-
cient Greece, with an emphasis on social 
and institutional history.

He was a Member of the School and the 
David M. Robinson Fellow in 1962–63. 
(His future wife, Helen Augusta von Raits, 
who survives him, was also a Member that 
year.) In 1963–64, he was an Associate 
Member and Edward Capps Fellow. He 
returned to the School in 1969–1970 as a 
Senior Research Fellow, holding a A.C.L.S. 
Fellowship, and was assigned to publish 
all Greek and Roman dedications from the 
Athenian Agora Excavations and the Latin 
inscriptions from the University of Chicago 
Excavations at Isthmia.

Geagan was the author of “The Athe-
nian Constitution after Sulla,” Hesperia 
Supplement 12, published in 1967, and 
his publications include seven articles in 
Hesperia. His book, Inscriptions: The Dedi-
catory Monuments (Agora XVIII), will be 
published posthumously.

Ellen Lucile Kohler
1916–2008

Dr. Ellen Lucile Kohler of the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology passed away November 3 at 
the age of 91.

Dr. Kohler was an Anatolian and clas-
sical archaeologist and was one of the key 
original members of Penn Museum’s Gor-
dion excavation team from 1950 to 1973. 
Over the course of more than a half century, 
Dr. Kohler was a Penn Museum curator, 
a lecturer, and a registrar of the museum, 
with the responsibility of maintaining the 
records of every Gordion artifact. In addi-
tion, she served as executive editor of the 
Gordion project’s publications and editor of 
the Penn Museum publications. From 1968 

until her death, Dr. Kohler was a research 
associate of the Mediterranean section.

Born in Washington, she studied Latin 
and medieval Latin, earning a B.A. and 
M.A. from the University of Washington. 
She earned her Ph.D. in classical archae-
ology from Bryn Mawr College in 1958. 
Dr. Kohler was a Regular Member of the 
ASCSA (Ella Riegel Fellow) from 1948 to 
1950 and an Associate Member (Fulbright 
Fellow) from 1949 to 1950. She also served 
as representative of the Alumni Association 
to the Managing Committee from 1967 to 
1969.

Cornelius Clarkson Vermeule III
1925–2008

Cornelius Clarkson Vermeule III died in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts on November 
27, 2008, after a brief illness. He was 83 
years old. Mr. Vermeule, renowned in the 
field of classical art and archaeology, was 
Curator of Classical Art and Senior Cura-
tor from 1956 to 1996 at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. Upon his retirement in 
1996, Mr. Vermeule was named Curator 
Emeritus by the Trustees of the Museum 
of Fine Arts.

Mr. Vermeule received his A.B. in 1949 
and his M.A. in 1951 from Harvard Uni-
versity, and earned his Ph.D. in 1953 at 
the University of London. He was a Senior 
Research Fellow of the American School 
from 1964 to 1965.

Prior to joining the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Mr. Vermeule taught fine arts at the 
University of Michigan (1953–55) and was 
a professor of archaeology at Bryn Mawr 
College. While teaching at Bryn Mawr, he 
met a former acquaintance, Emily Dick-
inson Townsend, a distinguished archae-
ologist, classicist, and art historian, whom 
he married in 1957. A campaign to fully 
endow a Regular Member Fellowship in 
her name is ongoing.

Donald R. Laing, Jr.
1931–2009

Donald R. Laing, Jr., long-time professor of 
Classics at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity, passed away on April 2 after battling 
complications from lymphoma.

Born October 5, 1931 in Richeyville, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Laing received his A.B. at 
Washington and Jefferson College in 1953, 

an M.A. in classics from the University of 
Cincinnati in 1960, and his Ph.D. in clas-
sics, also from the University of Cincinnati, 
in 1965. He taught at Washington and Jef-
ferson College (1954–59) and the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati (1960–61), and in 1962 
joined Case Western Reserve University’s 
Department of Classics, where he taught 
for more than 40 years, remaining active 
even after his retirement in 2003.

Mr. Laing was a member of the ASCSA’s 
1957 Summer Sessions and a Research Fel-
low of the School (holding the AIA Olivia 
James Fellowship) in 1967–68. He also 
directed two Summer Sessions, in 1976 
and 1987, and represented Case Western 
Reserve University to the ASCSA Managing 
Committee since 1968. He worked closely 
with Henry S. Robinson at the excavations 
on Corinth’s Temple Hill in the 1970s as 
part of the Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity expedition team, and at the time of his 
passing he was working on some unpub-
lished Greek inscriptions unearthed during 
those excavations.

His research interests included Greek 
history, especially Athenian naval inscrip-
tions, on which he published several ar-
ticles. Mr. Laing was a long-time member of 
the Cleveland Archaeological Society and 
served as both its vice-president and presi-
dent; an annual lecture of the Society has 
been endowed and named in his honor.

ddd

The School community also mourns the 
passing of alumna Sarah Bancroft, who 
died on August 13, 2008. A Regular Mem-
ber (1970–71) and a Student Associate 
Member (1974–76) of the School, she 
earned her doctorate in classical archaeol-
ogy in 1979 from Princeton University and 
also studied at the NYU School of Busi-
ness Administration. Five years ago, after 
a 23-year career in the corporate world, 
she became Sister Katrina, a member of the 
Nuns of New Skete, an Eastern Orthodox 
monastery in upstate New York.

ddd

We also note with sadness the death 
of Larry Forrest on June 27, 2008. Mr. 
Forrest, who taught in the art history 
department at Savannah College of Art and 
Design from 1990 until his death, held a 
Gennadeion Fellowship from the ASCSA 
in 1986–87.
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Let’s Keep In Touch!

Sometimes it seems like change is 
the only constant, but wherever 
you are, it’s easy to keep your con-
tact information current. Simply go 
to the School’s website (www.ascsa.
edu.gr) and click on the “Contact” 
link to verify or update your mail-
ing and e-mailing addresses.

Last June, Agora Excavations Conservator 
Amandina Anastassiades and Assistant 
Conservator Karen Lovén traveled to Los 
Angeles to present the paper “On-Site 
Storage of Metal Artifacts at the Athenian 
Agora” at the Storage: Preservation 
and Access to Archaeological Material 
symposium, hosted by the UCLA/Getty 
Master’s Program in the Conservation of 
Ethnographic and Archaeological Materials. 
The conference proceedings are slated to be 
published in 2010. 

ddd

An exhibition of a selection of Greek 
photographs by ASCSA Trustee Robert 
McCabe ran in Paris from November 
2008 through January 2009, within the 
framework of the Mois de la Photo. A 
catalogue has been published in connection 
with this exhibition.

ddd

Hariclia Brecoulaki, 2005–06 Wiener 
Laboratory Visiting Research Professor 
(as well as former fellow of same, and 
crucial member of the Hora [Pylos] 
Apotheke Reorganization Project), has 
been appointed to the National Hellenic 
Research Foundation, Center for Greek and 
Roman Antiquity (KERA).

ddd

The Indiana Classical Conference has 
named ASCSA Managing Committee 
Member Joseph Day (professor of classics 
at Wabash College) its Outstanding College 
Teacher for 2009.

ddd

Managing Committee Member Richard 
Leo Enos (Texas Christian University) is 
one of 15 professors to be named a 2009 
Piper Professor for the State of Texas. The 
award is presented to professors from all 
disciplines and colleges in the state for 
outstanding achievement to students and 
the community.

ddd

An exhibition at the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art this summer presented works of art 
from the collection of ASCSA Board Chair-
man and former Corinth Excavations Di-
rector Charles K. Williams, II. Curated by 
Innis Howe Shoemaker, the exhibition in-
cluded approximately one hundred paint-
ings, sculptures, watercolors, and drawings 
representing most of the major American 
artists and movements of the modern pe-
riod, as well as several works by European 
masters.

ddd

The proceedings of the international con-
ference “Athenian Potters and Painters II,” 
held at the ASCSA in March 2007, were 
recently published by Oxbow Books. Man-
aging Committee Member John H. Oakley 
(College of William and Mary) and Olga 
Palagia, conference co-organizers, edited 
the proceedings.

Save the Date

The American School will celebrate its 
130th anniversary in 2011 with events 
in the U.S. and in Greece. Please look for 
announcements in the coming year! 


