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The analysis of stable isotope ratios of carbon and nitrogen 
in bone collagen provides a powerful tool for reconstructing 
past diets, since it provides the only direct evidence of 
the foods that were consumed. This volume describes 
the application of this methodology to the archaeology 
of Greece, a country whose archaeobotanical remains 
have been extensively studied. The archaeological issues 
addressed include the importance of fishing; the possible 
early introduction of millet; the nature of child weaning; 
shifts in protein consumption; differential access to foods 
associated with social status as well as gender and age; 
and cultural differences in dietary patterns. Diet is strongly 
correlated with health or stress markers in teeth and bones 
and knowing what people ate has vital implications for 
our understanding of past environments and economies, 
subsistence strategies, and nutrition.
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This volume complements Lerna V: The Neolithic Pottery 
of Lerna and completes the primary publication of the 
Neolithic remains retrieved during excavations conducted 
by the American School of Classical Studies at Athens from 
1952 through 1958 at Lerna in the Argolid. It presents the 
buildings and other features of the Neolithic settlement 
with the related pottery, minor objects, lithics, and fauna, 
and includes a catalogue of the minor objects. The study 
reveals a small agricultural community of Middle Neolithic 
date with houses of mud brick on stone foundations, 
various storage installations and workplaces, and a few 
burials. The catalogue includes mostly utilitarian objects 
of typical forms in stone, bone, and terracotta, and a few 
objects of decorative or symbolic significance. Appendixes 
include a summary of the faunal remains by D. S. Reese.
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edited by Elizabeth R. Gebhard and Timothy E. Gregory
Hesperia Suppl. 48

408 pp., 140 b/w and 11 col. figs., 6 tables, 4 plans
Paper, 8.5” × 11”
ISBN: 978-0-87661-548-5
Purchase: http://www.oxbowbooks.com/dbbc/bridge-of-
the-untiring-sea.html

Pindar’s metaphor of the Isthmus as a bridge spanning 
two seas encapsulates the essence of the place and gives 
a fitting title for this volume of 17 essays on the history 
and archaeology of the area. The Isthmus, best known for 
the panhellenic Sanctuary of Poseidon, attracted travelers 
both before and after Pausanias’s visit in the 2nd century 
A.D., but only toward the end of the 19th century were 
the ruins investigated and, a half century later, finally 
systematically excavated. More recently, archaeologists 
have surveyed the territory beyond the sanctuary, compiling 
evidence for a varied picture of activity on the wider 
Isthmus and the eastern Corinthia. The essays in this book 
celebrate 55 years of research on the Isthmus and provide a 
comprehensive overview of the state of our knowledge.
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This volume publishes two bodies of material from the 
excavations conducted by the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens in the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore 
on Acrocorinth: Greek lamps and offering trays. The lamps 
include those made from the 7th through the 2nd century 
B.C., together with a few Roman examples. They served to 
provide light and to accompany the rites of sacrifice, and 
may also have served as dedicatory offerings. The offering 
trays differ from liknon-type offering trays; they support 
a variety of vessels rather than types of food and had a 
symbolic function, possibly serving as mnemata of the larger 
offering trays used in actual meals at the sanctuary. They are 
extremely common in the sanctuary and only rarely attested 
elsewhere. The lamps and trays provide a better understand-
ing of the development of the material aspects of the cult of 
Demeter and Kore as it was practiced at the sanctuary.
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sponsoring and promoting archaeological fieldwork, providing 
resources for scholarly work, and disseminating research. The 
ASCSA is also charged by the Hellenic Ministry of Culture with 
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and seeks to support the investigation, preservation, and 
presentation of Greece’s cultural heritage.
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disseminates the work of the School and publishes other 
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is guided by a Publications Committee composed of leading 
scholars. All School publications adhere to the ASCSA Ethics Policy 
on the presentation of artifacts with no known provenience, 
designed to combat the illicit trade in antiquities. Proposals and 
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always welcome, and author guidelines can be found on our 
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may also have served as dedicatory offerings. The offering 
trays differ from liknon-type offering trays; they support 
a variety of vessels rather than types of food and had a 
symbolic function, possibly serving as mnemata of the larger 
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with the related pottery, minor objects, lithics, and fauna, 
and includes a catalogue of the minor objects. The study 
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date with houses of mud brick on stone foundations, 
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